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This year, on the heels of Todos Juntos’ ten-year 
anniversary and a move to a new location, our 
local community—our world—was struck by the 
coronavirus pandemic. 

This pandemic has laid bare inequalities in the availability of 
healthcare services, access to safe high quality early childhood 
education, access to technology and internet, and the lack 
of support for low-wage essential workers and their families. 
Our Todos Juntos community has been uniquely vulnerable 
to this pandemic, as have Latino, immigrant, and low-wage 
communities across the country. In times like this, our name 
is a rally call because Todos Juntos (‘Everybody Together’), 
exemplifies the strength of a collective to create a stronger, 
healthier, supportive community. 

Todos Juntos Learning Center is a community 

where students—children and adults—build the 

skills and confidence they need to overcome 

language barriers and do what every individual 

deserves: dream and plan for the brightest 

future for themselves and their family. 

Todos Juntos exists because we believe that 

supporting families in their education is the first 

step towards a more equitable society.

As our students faced fears about their health, housing, access to 
food, education, and employment, the dedicated staff, students, 
and friends of Todos Juntos did what they always do: they circled 
around each other as a comunidad. We launched our first-ever 
direct assistance program, raising and connecting families to 
nearly $200,000 to help pay rent and utility bills, buy food, and 
cover healthcare expenses. We handed out masks, personal 
protective equipment, and healthy food for families. Las maestras 
(‘teachers’) began virtual classes so early childhood students 
could see familiar faces, sing songs, and read together, while adult 
students could continue to practice their English skills. As we 
move into the fall, we’ll continue our efforts to make sure every 
student has access to the technology equipment and internet 
access they need to learn online.

Like so many, this pandemic has shown us who we are. At Todos 
Juntos, we are a place that is deeply rooted in community. We are 
partners who believe in the power of coming together in times of 
joy and in crisis. We are advocates who continue to be inspired 
by the strength, resourcefulness, and resilience of our students 
and their families. We are grateful for our community—you—who 
continue to invest time, talent, treasure, and ties to advance the 
important mission of our learning center. 

We invite you to stay connected with us as we continue our 
efforts to enrich the lives of all who walk through Todos Juntos’ 
classroom doors, whether those be physical or virtual. Thank  
you for being a valued member of our growing community!

¡Avanzando juntos!

Erica V. Ekwurzel  Megan Olshavsky 
Board Co-Chair   Board Co-Chair
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O U R  M I S S I O N

Todos Juntos Learning Center 
is a non-profit organization 

improving the future of  
Central Texas by opening 
the door to academic and 

economic success for families 
currently with low income and 

limited access to resources 
through education.

O U R  VA L U E S

Comunidad. 

Compasión. 

Comunicación.

community

compassion

communication
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O U R  A P P R O A C H

We primarily (but not exclusively) serve Latino, Spanish-

speaking, families currently with low income and limited 

access to resources with a three-pronged, multimodal, 

multigenerational approach:

Adult English as a  
Second Language  
(ESL) instruction

Culturally appropriate  
parenting and life skills  
education

High quality early  
childhood education  
(ECE)

1

2

3
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In 2019-2020, Todos Juntos 
served 158 students and 
maintained a 91% retention  
rate for enrolled families. 

73% of adult students 
progressed to the next English 
level, and 74% reported feeling 
more confident speaking English 
in the community. 

Families reported 60,219 minutes 
of at-home reading, and 100% of 
parents reported growing in their 
confidence as a parent since 
starting at Todos Juntos.  

In response to COVID-19, the 
Center connected families with 
over $162,000 in emergency 
assistance, food boxes, PPE, 
learning materials, technology, 
and safe outdoor learning 
experiences. The Center also 
tracked 262 hours of direct 
phone support to families from 
late March through June. 

O U R  I M P A C T

158
STUDENTS SERVED

91%
RETENTION RATE

60,219
MINUTES OF  

AT-HOME READING

$162,000
IN COVID-19  

EMERGENCY ASSISTANCE
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T E S T I M O N I A L S

At the beginning I had a hard time getting  
used to everything, like using a computer to  
keep my children busy while I was busy studying, 
but thanks to the activities of the school and  
Todos Juntos, I found a way to keep them busy  
while I was studying.”

– Ligia  / MOTHER, WIFE, STUDENT

I want to share my thanks to all the staff of Todos 
Juntos Learning Center for all the unconditional 
emotional and financial support I have received 
from each and every one of them.”

– Yolanda  / MOTHER, WIFE, STUDENT

I am just so proud of them. Especially those with 
young kids. To be able to come, participate, and 
focus while in the midst of a pandemic and all that 
is going on—that is amazing.”

– Amber  / TJ ACC INSTRUCTOR



T
O

D
O

S
 J

U
N

T
O

S
  

|  
 2

01
9–

20
20

 A
N

N
U

A
L 

R
E

P
O

R
T

8

P O W E R  O F  L A N G U A G E

Two longtime champions of Todos Juntos were honored on  
February 6, 2020 at St. David’s Episcopal Church during TJ’s  
second annual signature event Power of Language, which raised 
more than $60,000 for TJ’s familias and to help build out our new 
home at St. John San Juan Lutheran Church. 

Olga Campos Benz emceed the program, which also featured a 
testimonial by TJ student, Wendi Carabantes, who shared what TJ 
has meant to her and how learning English has empowered her and 
helped her family participate in Central Texas schools and workforce.    

Sooch Foundation was recognized with TJ’s Amistad Award and 
St. David’s Foundation Dental Program was recognized with TJ’s 
Comunidad Award. Both have been strong supporters since TJ 
opened its doors in 2009. 

Gifts from Sooch Foundation have brought to life our programs to 
help adults learn to read, write and speak English and help them 
transition to studying at Austin Community College after graduation 
from TJ.  Additionally, Sooch Foundation has helped TJ with 
connection in the community, multiple social capital opportunities 
and invaluable guidance to help us grow and expand to meet the 
needs of our parents and children. 

The St. David’s Foundation Dental Program has partnered with 
TJ since we began serving families in 2009, providing important 
education about dental hygiene, nutrition and health education to 
our mothers and children, as well dental hygiene packets including 
toothbrushes, toothpaste and dental floss. Since we opened our 
doors, more than 1,500 students have received dental education 
through St. David’s Foundation staff. 
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To say that this spring and summer were un-
like any others would be an understatement, 
and our families have profoundly felt it. This 
crisis has meant some of our families lost 
their jobs; some were guaranteed two weeks 
of pay but not beyond, and others had less 
work and therefore lost income. 

But, thanks to our generous family of donors, 
TJ was able to provide funds for families to 
help with rent, utilities and groceries during 
this uncertain time.   

TJ also connected families to local resources, 
conducted weekly check-ins, and worked to 
help keep everyone connected on Facebook 
and through live ESL classes and ECE story 
times. Additionally, our mothers shared with 
staff that they leaned on one another during 
this time for peer-to-peer emotional support. 

This fall, TJ will offer virtual ESL and ECE 
classes, with weekly field trips to Candlelight 
Ranch for small groups, and we will continue 
to check in on our families to help however  
they need. 

Thank you to everyone who donated to our 
COVID-19 Emergency Fund!

C O V I D - 1 9  I M P A C T
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N E W  H O M E

COVID-19 didn’t stop Todos Juntos from moving into our new home 
at St. John San Juan Lutheran Church in South Austin during the 
summer of 2020. 

The new, larger space will enable TJ to add more classes and accept 
more adult students and their children into our program, alleviating 
the waiting lists TJ has had each semester for years. Additionally, the 
church features two spacious playgrounds and a field adjacent to the 
building that will be perfect for outdoor learning and celebrations in 
the warmer months. 

Gifts from generous donors during our 2020 Power of Language 
event helped complete our space, providing classrooms with sup-
plies, furniture and equipment, preparing the space for students to 
return. Once it is safe to hold in-person classes again, TJ’s classes will 
resume in the new space. For now the space is being used for virtual 
learning and physically distanced outdoor Mami & Me sessions. 

“We have been looking for a new space for years, and thankfully, we 
have not only found a physical building but also a community-mind-
ed partner who is as authentically passionate about serving the com-
munity as we are,” said Todos Juntos Founder and Executive Director 
Christina Collazo. “Our new space is larger, has ample parking which 
is unheard of these days, and an onsite immigration advocacy group. 
We are thrilled to be at our new location that provides us with exclu-
sive TJ space where our families can feel at home and safe.” 

One of the TJ moms said, “My daughter and I can hardly wait to get 
back to classes in this new building. It is beautiful!”

Once COVID precautions are lifted, we will resume in-person tours of 
the Center and we will welcome visitors.
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R E V E N U E  R E P O R T
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Social capital, or networks of support, are the  
“secret sauce” of the Todos Juntos model.
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O U R  D O N O R S
INDIVIDUALS     

Jenny Achilles
Melissa Acosta
Ford Alexander
Anonymous
Christian Arredondo & 

Elizabeth Del Rio
Debbie Bailey
Ruben Barrera
Barbra Boeta
Kendra Bolton
Sherri Bowen
James Bracey
Gayle Braecklein
Elaine Branagh
Helen Bryan
Nelda Calderon
Gino & Vanessa Camacho
Angelina Cantu-Maass
Sue Carpenter
Derek Castillo
Eli Castro
Marie Chatfield
Anwuli Chukwurah
Keith Cohan
Caesar Collazo
Charles Cook
Glenn Corser
John Crow
Ann & Joe Daly
Aaron Davidson
Estevan Delgado
Esther Diaz
Alicia Diehl
Roger Edmondson
Erica Ekwurzel
John Fitzpatrick
Angelo Foadey
Abby Freeman
Frank Freeman
Andrew Friedenthal
Brennan Gage

Lina Garcia
Missy Garcia
Kendra Garrett
Criselda Garza
Vanessa Gavril
Kristen Gerhard
Allan Gilmer
Gary Gilmer
Omar Gomez
Oscar Gonzales
Sarah Gooding
Diana Gorham
Hannah Gourgey
Diana Greenfield
Constance Grover
Lisa Guerrero
Shailee Gupta
Jeanie Haggerty
Samantha Halloran
Tom & Kim Harkness
Chelsea Harmell
Jenn Hartner
Alma Hernandez
Maria Hernandez
Marisela & Alfredo Herrera
Veronica Hinojosa Segura
Carol Holmes
Evelyn Hurley & Kevin Tusa
Dom Incollingo
Mary Ellen Isaacs
Jode Johnson
John “JR” Johnson
Chris Jordan
Ashley Juraska
Rebecca Karoff
Debbie & Knox Kimberly
Tamira Konkin-Garcia
Gordon Kovacs
Clifton Ladd
Ronald Laforce
Annette Lafuente
Esteban Lardone
George Liebes

Mary Loredo
Karen Lundquist
Ana Madera
Jenifer Marin
Brittany Marmanillo
Lisa McCandless
Holly & John McDaniel
L. McDavitt
Courtney McFarland
Summer McKinnon
Erin McKool
Gayle McKool
Mike McKool
Wanda Mercer
Ivan Milman
Marissa Monroy
Katherine K. & John E. 

Mooney
Ann Elizabeth Moore
Jodi Mozeika
Audrey Muntz
Kirsten Murchison
John Murphy
Jessica Neufeld
Mark Nibbelink
Cheryl Nuwash
Megan Olshavsky
Linda Osoria
Karla Parra
Heather Parsons
Aman Patel
Sharvil Patel
Rossanna Pelayo
Raul Penunuri
Mary Jude & Ken Peterson
Kelly Pfeiffer
James Phillips
Mary Ellen & David 

Pietruszynski
Sheryl Prater
Laura Quintanilla
Alicia Recupero
Sarah Rehm

Jennifer Robins
Michele Rodriguez
Vanessa Rodriguez
Lauren & Wim Rouwet
Martha Salazar
Paula Salinas
Sarah Saxton-Frump
Jonathan Schmidt
Jennifer Schultz
Julie Seebach
Dan Sharphorn
Matt Slabaugh
Erica Smith
Craig Snook
Marina & Cameron Spoor
Ingrid Sprangle
Vicky St. Pierre
Christine Streppa
Sven Stricker
Larkin Takett
Andrea Torres
Patrick Turbiville
Madge Vasquez
Roland Villarreal
Sarah Warner
Noah Wheeler
Jeannette & John Williams
Pastor Ellen Williams
Victoria Wilson
Meredith Woods
Charles Zeller
  

FOUNDATIONS, 
BUSINESSES & 
ORGANIZATIONS

ASK Foundation         
Austin Community 

Foundation         
Austin Energy 
Austin University Rotary 

Club

Every effort has been made to ensure the accuracy of this list. If you notice an error, please let us know right away. Thank you!

Benevity Community Impact 
Fund    

Benge-Hury Family 
Foundation         

Blue Cross & Blue Shield of 
Texas

Buena Vista Foundation        
Donn’s Texas BBQ      
Frost Bank      
GoodPop        
H-E-B  
Haggerty Family Foundation 
Howell and Guerrero Inc.      
IBM    
McKool Family Giving Fund   
Niemeyer JR Family Trust      
The Genevieve and Ward 

Orsinger Foundation  
Pellets Foundation     
Ping Identity Corporation      
Shield-Ayres Foundation       
Siete Family Foundation        
Sooch Foundation      
Spencer Family Trust 
St. David’s Episcopal Church  
St. David’s Foundation           
St. John-San Juan Lutheran 

Church   
Tapestry Foundation 
The Long Foundation 
The Patrick and Beatrice 

Haggerty Foundation        
The University of Texas 

System/University of 
Texas Foundation     

Thundercloud Subs    
United Way for Greater 

Austin         
United Way of Metropolitan 

Dallas  
University Christian Church   
Velocity Credit Union
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O U R  V O L U N T E E R S
INDIVIDUALS     

Brandon Allport Altillo
Hanne Anderson
Ana Avalos
Elise Avellan
Agatha B
Linda Benge
Dominic Bernardino
Peter Bernardino
Ashley Blumoff
Emily Bodden
Kendra Bolton
Glo Calderon
Jeremy Candelas
Derek Castillo
Deepak Chandra
Marie Chatfield Rivas
Joe Daly
Lily Dawson
Esther Diaz
Sophie Disorbo
Bill Duffy
Adriana Espinosa
Allie Fan
Soledad Fernandez
Andrew Friedenthal
Arturo Garcia-Barillas
Kristen Gerhard
Frank Glatzl
Gary Gold-Moritz
Magarita Gonzales
Octavio Gonzalez
Diana Greenfield

Robert Greenfield
Jeanie Haggerty
Justin Hein
Rebecca Hernandez
Marissa Holmes
Sara Hunt
Ashley Innes
Melissa Keane
Yasminda Khorshidian
Lisa Killough
Yana Kushner
Brian Lee
Nancy Lozoria
Karen Madera
Yessica Marroquin
Michael Mayes
Jim McCombs
Linda McDavitt
Cynthia Muñoz
Melisa Pacheco
James Parsons
David Peacock
Ron Peterson
Ashley Phillips
Nayeli Pineda
Mickie Powers
Cat Quintana
Nancy Ray
Sarah Rehm
Betty Richardson
Luis Rivas
Vaughn Robinson
Rodolfo Rodriguez

Cindy Ruiz
Monica Salas
Aja Salazar
Sarah Saxton-Frump
Amber Scarborough
Anna Sherry
Ingrid Sprangle
Samuel Swenson
Cindy Trau
Andrea Tyrell
Jan Van Hoomissen
Evan Vangsnes
Linda Voigt
Omar Webb
Jeannette Williams
John Williams
Rollin Willis
Ivy Yao

COMPANIES / 
ORGANIZATIONS

3M
Apple
GenerationServe
IBM
Indeed
St. Edward’s SERVE
United Way of Greater Austin
Deloitte
South Austin Rotary Club
NXP
Vuka
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O U R  P A R T N E R S , 
C O L L A B O R AT O R S , 
S TA F F  &  B O A R D

PARTNERS & COLLABORATORS     

AgriLife
Armstrong Community Music School
Ascension Seton
Austin Achieve
Austin Asian Community  

Health Initiative
Austin Community College
Austin Fire Department
Austin Independent School District
Austin Police Department
Austin Public Health
Austin Public Library
Austin-Travis County EMS
Blue Cross and Blue Shield of Texas
BookSpring
Capital Metro
Candlelight Ranch
CentralHealth
CommUnity Care
Dell Children’s Health Plan 
Del Valle Independent School District
Economic Growth Business Incubator 

(EGBI)
El Buen Samaritano
Family Independence Initiative 
Foundation Communities
Frost Bank
GenerationServe

Hope Clinic
IDEA Public Schools
Integral Health
KIPP Austin
Kids in Cars
Leap of Joy
Lions Club
Literacy Coalition of Central Texas
Mama Sana Vibrant Woman
Mission Capital
PelotonU
Planned Parenthood
Rotary Club of South Austin
St. David’s Foundation’s  

Dental Program
St. David’s Episcopal Church
St. Edward’s University S.E.R.V.E.
United Way of Greater Austin
University of Texas at Austin 
US Census Bureau
UT Connect
Volunteer Health Clinic
Wayside Schools
WIC
YWCA Austin
Zero Cater 
Zoofari

STAFF

Christina Collazo 
founder & executive director

Raney McKool 
director of operations

Heather Parsons 
interim development director

Mounika Puligurthi  
administrative and  
communications assistant

Children Programs Team

Marcelina del Toro  
ece coordinator / lead early 
childhood education teacher

former AmeriCorps PALS Member  
and parent to an ECE graduate

ECE Teachers

Ivett Garcia 
former volunteer and parent  
to current ECE student

Lupita Garcia 
former volunteer

Anna Morales 
former volunteer

Rocio Ramirez 
former ESL student and  
parent to ECE graduates

Marizza Rodriguez 
former ESL student, parent to ECE 
graduates, and longtime volunteer

Elena Vallejo 
former ESL student and  
parent to ECE graduates

Adult Programs Team

Amber Miller  
lead esl / citizenship instructor

ESL Instructors*

Carol Consla

Elaine Eidelberg

Brennan Gage

Donna Shepperd

*ESL staff are professionally trained 
instructors provided as an in-kind 
service by Austin Community College.

Technology and Career  
Pathways Instructor

Janet Couvillion

BOARD

Melissa Sustaita Acosta 

Christian Arredondo

Roger Edmondson

Erica V. Ekwurzel, CFRE, MPAff 
board co-chair

Dr. Pritesh Gandhi, M.D., MPH

Jeanie Haggerty

Toni Holder

J.R. Johnson 
secretary, finance committee

Dr. Megan Olshavsky 
board president

Aman Patel

Paula Salinas

Dan Sharphorn


